2o                 JOHN HENRY NEWMAN
but I hope I am not so enthusiastic as to treat it as a concern of high religious importance. You may think this contradicts what I said just now about the beginning of sin ; if so, I i%m sorry I cannot express myself with greater exactness a/nd propriety.
After matriculation, but before residence, he wrote "fch-O following letter to his late tutor, the Bev. Walter Mayer. It illustrates that passage in the c Apologia' where, in spestlsiiiig of his conversion, he says, 'I fell under the influence of & definite creed, and received into my intellect impressions of dogma.3
JOHN HENRY NEWMAN TO REV. W. MAYER.
January, IS XT.
... I have not yet finished reading Bishop Beveridge, but it seems to me, as far as I have read it, an excellent work: 5 and indeed I know it must be so, else you would not have given it ine.
There is one passage in the first chapter of the secoiicl part that I do not quite comprehend : it is on the Sacrairaent of Baptism. I had, before I read it, debated with myself laow it could be that baptized infants dying in their infancy coxilcL be saved unless the spirit of God was given them : which, seems to contradict the opinion that baptism is not accompanied by the Holy Spirit. Dr. Beveridge's opinion seems to be tlxa/t the seeds of grace are sown in baptism, though they often dLo nob spring up. That baptism is the mean whereby we receive the Holy Spirit, although not the only mean ; that infants -whan. baptized receive the inward and spiritual grace, witlioxit the requisite repentance and faith : if this be his opinion, the sermon Mr. Milrnan preached on grace last year was exactly consonant with his sentiments. . . .
The texts of some dozen of sermons, so to call thorn, composed in 1817, which are all that remain of them, show his mind occupied on questions which were henceforth, the subject of thought and speculation.1 Looking over* these
1 1. Ho that eateth and drinketh unworthily. 2. Grectt: things doetli Ho which wo cannot comprehend. JJ. These shall go In to everlasting punishment. 4. Man is like to vanity, his days are as a, tahadow, 5. Let no one despise thy youth. G. Let not sin therefore reig-ja In mortal bodies. 7. Thou when tliou fastest.Huhool IliiMjw in tin* r-f\l«* <»F Aildisiiu.* Af£iin: ouu of tlm jutpcra in The /tt'hMrr I SUM u savin*;; of AtUlisntiV* on tht* luvc nf fame.
